INTRODUCTION TO A SQUIRES CIRCLE
The Columbian Squires, the official youth organization of the Knights of Columbus, was established under the direction of Brother Barnabas McDonald, F.S.C., on August 4, 1925.  Since then, Squires circles have been instituted throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Cuba, Panama, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands and Guam.

Our goal is “A Circle in Every Council,” and, by striving towards this goal we are giving an increasing number of Catholic young men the opportunity to learn the skills and attitudes of Catholic leadership.  With every new circle we get closer than ever before to that goal.  However, there is still a long way to go, and every council is needed to contribute if we are to reach that goal.  There can be few undertakings more important than developing young Catholic leaders with beliefs and values that will define their character for a lifetime.  This is what the Columbian Squires program is designed to do.  In the words of Brother Barnabas, “The supreme purpose of the Columbian Squires is character building.”

With that purpose in mind, this booklet has been designed to assist you in developing a Columbian Squires circle in your council or assembly.
SPONSORSHIP

A Squires circle may be sponsored by a council or by an assembly.  Since each Knights of Columbus unit must assume full administrative responsibility for any circle it sponsors, co-sponsored or “district” circles are not allowed.
CIRCLE ADVISORY BOARD

A Circle Advisory Board is responsible for supervision of its circle.  Depending on whether the circle is sponsored by a council or an assembly, the Advisory Board will be composed of:

· Council-sponsored grand knight,
· Council-sponsored deputy grand knight and 
· Council-sponsored chaplain. 

· Assembly-sponsored faithful navigator, 

· Assembly-sponsored faithful captain and 

· Assembly-sponsored faithful friar.
The Circle Advisory Board will be responsible for:

· Appointing a Knight, who must be a member of the sponsoring council or assembly, as the circle’s chief counselor.  (Brother Knight Tom Montgomery)
· Appointing a priest as the circle’s father prior and spiritual committee counselor.

· Approving additional Knights as committee counselors.

· Designating a place for circle meetings.
RECRUIT A COUNSELOR TEAM

The counselor team consists of:

· A Knight, who must be from the sponsoring council or assembly, to serve as the chief counselor.

· A priest to serve as father prior and spiritual committee counselor

· Two, three, or more, additional Knights to serve as committee counselors.

All counselors must be Knights.

Review the council roster for names of potential counselors.  Prime candidates to be recruited as counselors would include any one who enjoys working with young people, such as teachers coaches, religious education instructors and Knights with experience working in other youth programs.  Former Squires are also excellent candidates.  Of course, fathers of potential Squires are top candidates as well.  If they’re not yet Knights, sign them up!
